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Hay was a sort of symbol, and represents, he says,
English as opposed to foreign habits of thought; and
to these English habits he not only gives his pre-
ference, but he maintains that they are more truly
those of the whole Roman Catholic body in England
than the more showy and extreme doctrines of a
newer school. Dr. Pusey does wrong, he says, in
taking this new school as the true exponent of Roman
Catholic ideas. That it is popular he admits, but its
popularity is to be accounted for by personal quali-
fications in its leaders for gaining the ear of the world,
without supposing that they speak for their body.

Though I am a convert, then, I think I have a right
to speak out; and that the more because other converts
have spoken for a long time, while I have not spoken;
and with still more reason may I speak without offence
in the case of your present criticisms of us, considering
that in the charges you bring the only two English
writers you quote in evidence are both of them converts,
younger in age than myself. I put aside the Archbishop
of course, because of his office. These two authors are
worthy of all consideration, at once from their character
and from their ability. In their respective lines they
are perhaps without equals at this particular time ; and
they deserve the influence they possess. One is still in
the vigour of his powers ; the other has departed amid
the tears of hundreds. It is pleasant to praise them for
their real qualifications; but why do you rest on them
as authorities ? Because the one was " a popular writer";
but is there not sufficient reason for this in the fact of
his remarkable gifts, of his poetical fancy, his engaging